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The other side of the story: Or why we
really need to prime the pump with
MAPS 3

AS A STATE, OKLAHOMA has had the low est, or among the low est, unemployment
rates each month this year despite the national economic slump.

That's the good new s and something for our state, and Oklahoma City, to shout about.
OKC's unemployment rate is even low er than that of the w hole state.

Our city has been recognized by various national polls, statistics and journals for other
good things, like being the most recession proof, one of the best cities in w hich to live
and ow n a home, etc.

But there is another side of our economic story w e can not conscientiously ignore.

A new s team of The Oklahoman accurately reported eye-opening statistics this w eek:
One of every four Oklahoma City families w ith children are receiving some type of
public w elfare help. Get that! 25%! One in every four families w ith children!

Most of the rest of the adult population no doubt is concerned about this. Further, many
are bound to be frustrated for not know ing how, or w hat to do, to help the situation.
Most are not in position to do something that w ould have more reach than maybe one
family or a few families, if any at all.

Some of those receiving w elfare do have jobs but maybe are not making enough take-
home pay to meet the bills and buy food, clothing and gas for the car to get to w ork.
Not to mention possible mortgage, or rent payments.

Some do not have jobs, obviously. And even some of those are not listed as jobless
because they do not know how to get listed on the unemployment rolls. Don't blame
them. They just don't know, but they still have children to feed.

Some of these are in need of unskilled-labor jobs, of w hich we may not have many.
Fortunately, on December 8, there will be something folks, not on the w elfare rolls, can
do to help. It will not be overnight, but it will be BIG and pretty quickly. It is, to w ork for
the passage of, and go to the polls and vote for:

MAPS 3, that will not cause a single penny tax increase, because it will replace a
sales tax penny that is expiring. But it will create hundreds of jobs during construction,
and thousands of permanent jobs after construction, mostly in the private sector. And
it will attract new billions of dollars in private sector investments (like previous MAPS
have done.)

Even though the projects are not specifically listed in the submitted proposal itself, they
have been formally prioritized in record by the City Council so we will know w hat the
major projects are to be: like the Convention Center, the Park, etc.

The projects that the MAPS 3 millions will provide us will create literally several
thousand new permanent jobs. Many of these new jobs will also be of the non-skilled
variety and will provide a big help in relieving the w elfare conditions of a lot of our
citizens.
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